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ADVERTISEMENT

-

Very day, Governors across the country face d1fﬁcult demsrons Today, when Governor Patnck
arrlves at work he t00 wrll be confronted with a d1fﬁcult dec;ls1on On the Governor s desk sits
legrslatlon that could well deterrmne the future of the 11fe sciences: 1ndustry m Massachusetts

‘, Over the past year the Governor the Senate Pre51dent and the Speaker of the House have all spoken |
“'*frequently and forcefully about the- enormous 1mportance of the hfe sciences 1ndustry to Massachusetts
. That message turned into, an’ extraordlnary collaborat1on between those three leaders that resulted in the
" recent passage of the landmark Life Selences Blll Indeed that. blll des1gned to secure Massachusetts
. standmg as the eplcenter of the hfe sc1ences 1ndustry, caught the attentron of 1ndustry leaders ¢ across the
"'natron and around the world Wh1le some of the 31gnator1es hsted below d1d not advocate for the blll
_ 1t is w1th a unanimous voice: that we join together now. - IR '

"In fact Govemors everywhere who have always been extremely envrous of the Massachusetts ere '
| Scrences sector, scrambled to keep pace. The reasons are foundin the facts 55 000 mdustry JObS in 2()05 -
.a payroll of over $5 bllhon across the bropharmaceutrcal 1ndustry and 15 000 JObS expected by 2014,
A i.mostly in research and development Not to mention the fact that annual aggregate revenues of this indus

in 2002 were $11. 2 bllhon Wh1le these econonuc 1mpacts are extraordmary, the more bas1c human rea

- son may s1mply be pnde this is an 1ndustry that develops products that save thousands of 11ves every
: _day, and itis belng done 1n Massachusetts Lo ‘

IA '_:‘fSo one mlght ask What is the drfﬁcult decrsron facmg Governor Patrlck‘7 Slttlng on h1s desk is 1eg1slat1«

that may well undermlne 1t all. That legrslatron promoted by a few special 1nterest groups beglns w1th

» a simple premlse demomze an 1ndustry and the thousands of profess1onals that compnse it, 1nclud1n,g

' 'Vdoctors for being successful They make arguments that are des1gned to- appeal to our most bas1c emot101

' when they questron the relatronshrp between our doctors and 1ndustry They say thrngs that read well ir

" the press, but lack credrblhty They want you to believe that your own doctor i is more concerned-about

the 1ndustry, than he is or she is about. you as'a patrent Is our 1ndustry successful absolutelyl TIs that

~success used to create even better and more effective life: sav1ng medlcauons absolutely' Do we
* condone, or even tolerate what they say is a corrupt relatlonshrp between our 1ndustry and your docto
" absolutely not‘ / L L : : i T
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success used to create even better and more effectlve lrfe savmg medications,. absolutely' Do we

“ condone, or even tolerate what they: say is a corrupt relatronshrp between our 1ndustry and your doctor
absolutely not' ; o ' B ’

The Legrslatron awaiting the Governor ] dec1s1on not only demomzes the same 1ndustry that we have
. Just spent one billion dollars trymg to promote it also will have a drrect and immediate devastatmg

impact on the lives of thousands of people across the, Commonwealth These are your family members

| _' ‘fr1ends neighbors and countless others’ who desperate for. a cure for some of today’s most catastrophlc -.-
‘medical diagnoses, are enrolled i ina cl1mcal tr1al These clinical trials, which frequently are a person’s last
: hope for surv1val are the way that new, cuttmg edge and potentrally life saving treatments are developed.
The leglslatron that awaits’ Governor Patrrck’s decision wrll s1gn1ﬁcantly curta1l if not end altogether the -
- avarlabrhty of these last hope chmcal tnals in Massachusetts. The reason — the legrslatron requrres the

o compames that develop these new treatment optlons to d1sclose to their competitors, the products and

areas of research in which they are 1nvolved "The chilling effect that this w111 have on the life sciences

. mdustry in Massachusetts could not ‘be-more obvious. The 1mpact on the thousands of Massachusetts -

, pat1ents desperate for medical hope will be profound. Chmcal trials being done today in Massachusetts

will most certainly only be available elsewhere tomorrow The hope for so many patients, suffenng so

- / much will be dlrmnrshed

Governor, as it turns out, t_Oday’s decision is easy.
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